Personalised Learning Checklist: AS Moral Philosophy
	Content/Topic: AS Ethics:
	Red
	Amber
	Green

	1. The concept and difference between absolute and relative morality, deontological and teleological
	
	
	

	The difference between objective and subjective, what it means to call a theory relative and subjective
	
	
	

	Discuss the strengths and weaknesses of these ethical systems
	
	
	

	2. The origins of Natural law theory according to Aquinas and Aristotle
	
	
	

	Aquinas’ ideas of purpose and perfection, the use of reason to discover natural law
	
	
	

	The primary and secondary precepts- linked back to key words i.e. absolute or relative.
	
	
	

	Discuss the strengths and weaknesses of this ethical theory
	
	
	

	3. Kantian Ethics: the difference between the categorical and hypothetical imperative
	
	
	

	The three formulations of the categorical imperative
	
	
	

	Kant’s understanding of the universal subjective maxims
	
	
	

	Kant’s theory of duty
	
	
	

	Kant’s ideas of the moral law, good will and summum bonum
	
	
	

	Discuss the strengths and weaknesses of this theory
	
	
	

	4. Utilitarianism: The classical forms of utilitarianism put forward by Bentham and Mill
	
	
	

	The principle of utility and the difference between Bentham and Mill’s approach, using key words.
	
	
	

	the hedonic calculus, higher and lower pleasures, quantity Vs quantity and the difference between act and rule utilitarianism and who they are associated to and why.
	
	
	

	Preference utilitarianism of Peter Singer
	
	
	

	Discuss critically their strengths and weaknesses
	
	
	

	5. Ethical theories: Religious ethics: to explain the main ethical principles of the religion and how the religion makes ethical decisions
	
	
	

	The way in which religion and morality are linked or seen to be separate from each other
	
	
	

	Is reality dependent of god? Explain this in relation to the divine command theory
	
	
	

	To what extent can religious ethics be seen as absolute or relative
	
	
	

	How can ethical theories be seen as religious
	
	
	

	To explain Fletchers situation ethics and critically assess the strengths and weaknesses.
	
	
	

	6. Applied ethics: Abortion: the right to a child
	
	
	

	What is the sanctity of life and how does it apply to abortion
	
	
	

	What is the concept of personhood and how does it apply to abortion
	
	
	

	What is the right to a life and how are the rights of others involved affected?
	
	
	

	What are the issues of infertility and the right to a child, the reasons for and against surrogacy
	
	
	

	What is the status of an embryo, when does life begin?
	
	
	

	To explain whether a child is a gift or a right
	
	
	

	What are the different ethical approaches to abortion? How can NL theory, Kant, utilitarianism, Christian ethics
	
	
	

	Can you critically assess the strengths and weaknesses of these views on abortion and the right to a child?
	
	
	

	7. Euthanasia: Explain the concept of the sanctity of life and how it applies to euthanasia
	
	
	

	The concept of the quality of life and how this applies to euthanasia
	
	
	

	Explain the right to a life and how this applies to euthanasia
	
	
	

	The application of the ethical theories applied to euthanasia
	
	
	

	The strengths and weaknesses of each ethical approach to euthanasia
	
	
	

	8. Genetic engineering: ethical questions raised by the different types of genetic engineering, to humans, plants and human embryo research
	
	
	

	How can you apply the different ethical theories to genetic engineering?
	
	
	

	Can you critically discuss the strengths and weaknesses of all of the above?
	
	
	

	9. War and peace: What are the principles of a just war and how can it be applied? Does it work?
	
	
	

	Explain the different theories of ethical pacifism and religious pacifism
	
	
	

	What are the different ethical approaches to war and peace
	
	
	

	Can you discuss the strengths and weaknesses of these theories applied to war and peace?
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Content/Topic: AS Philosophy of Religion:
	Red
	Amber
	Green

	1 Background to Philosophy
	
	
	

	Greek; Plato, Aristotle
	
	
	

	Judeao Christian tradition; nature of God
	
	
	

	2 Arguments for the Existence of God
	
	
	

	Ontological Argument
	
	
	

	Cosmological Argument
	
	
	

	Teleological Argument
	
	
	

	Moral Argument
	
	
	

	3 Arguments against theism 
	
	
	

	The problem of Evil; Theodicies, Ireneaus, Augustine
	
	
	

	Religion and Science: Creation, Evolution
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Generic
	
	
	

	Essay Writing
	
	
	

	Note taking
	
	
	

	Effective reading
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


